
World History  

Dear Parent/Guardian, 

World History Studies is a survey of the history of humankind. Due to the expanse of world history and the time 

limitations of the school year, the scope of this course focuses on "essential" concepts and skills that can be applied 

to various eras, events, and people.  The major emphasis is on the study of significant people, events, and issues 

from the earliest times to the present. Traditional historical points of reference in world history are identified as 

students analyze important events and issues in western civilization as well as in civilizations in other parts of the 

world. Students evaluate the causes and effects of political and economic imperialism and of major political 

revolutions since the 17th century. Students examine the impact of geographic factors on major historic events 

and identify the historic origins of contemporary economic systems. Students analyze the process by which 

constitutional governments evolved as well as the ideas from historic documents that influenced that process. 

Students trace the historical development of important legal and political concepts. Students examine the 

history and impact of major religious and philosophical culmination of the civic and governmental content and 

concepts.  Students learn major political ideas and forms of government in history. A significant focus of the course 

is on the U.S. Constitution, its underlying principles and ideas, and the form of government it created. Students 

analyze major concepts of republicanism, federalism, checks and balances, separation of powers, popular 

sovereignty, and individual rights and compare the U.S. system of government  with   other   political   systems. 

Students identify the role of government in the U.S. free enterprise system and examine the strategic importance of 

places to the United States. Students analyze the impact of individuals, political parties, interest groups, and the 

media on the American political system, evaluate the importance of voluntary individual participation in a 

constitutional republic, and analyze the rights guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution. Students examine the 

relationship between governmental policies and the culture of the United States. Students identify examples of 

government policies that encourage scientific research and use critical-thinking skills to create a product on a 

contemporary government issue. 

World History A
Unit 1: The Rise of River Valley Civilizations
Unit 2: The "Classical Era" in the West
Unit 3: The "Classical Era" in the East
Unit 4: The Middle Ages in Europe
Unit 5: The Islamic World and Africa
Unit 6: Post-Classical Asia and Beyond
Unit 7: The Renaissance and Reformation
Unit 8: The Americas: Pre-Columbian Empires to Colonies
Unit 9: The Old Regime: Absolutism and Enlightenment

World History B
Unit 1: The Age of Democratic Revolution
Unit 2: The Industrial Revolution
Unit 3: Imperialism: Europe Reaches Out
Unit 4: World War I and the Russian Revolution
Unit 5: The Great Depression and World War II
Unit 6: Decolonization and the Cold War
Unit 7: Challenges in Our World Today




